Understanding Revelation 20 In Light of Scripture
(And it’s relation to the non-biblical teaching of millennialism)
Revelation 20

1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 

Revelation 20:1-3
· The book of Revelation

· Much of Revelation 20 (in fact much of Revelation) is figurative

· “Figurative” means describing realities in terms that are not meant to be taken literalistically 
· Context guides us to that understanding

· Not every vision in the book of Revelation portrays future events

· See chapter 12

1. That vision clearly portrays the birth and ascension of Christ as well as the attempts Satan made to destroy Jesus during his time on earth 

· All portions of Chapter 20 stand in a definite relationship to a period of time called a thousand years

· The first portion tells what happens to Satan at the beginning of the one-thousand-year period and at its close (1-3)

· The second portion relates what happens to the saints during the one thousand years and at its close (4-10)

· The third portion reveals what happens at the end of the one thousand years (11-15)

· Verse 1

· The angel coming down out of heaven is Christ
· Revelation 1:17-18 - 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

· “The great chain”

· Can’t be a reference to a chain of steel

1. A chain of steel cannot hinder a spirit’s freedom

· Must be something that hinders the devil’s efforts and keeps him from doing what he would like to do if he had complete freedom to act

1. The preaching of the gospel
a. As long as the gospel is preached the devil will be hindered in his attempt to deceive the nations (1 Jn. 3:8; Matt. 28:19)
· Verse 2

· “A thousand years”
· Context guides us in understanding that this thousand years is figurative, not literalistically
1. If a thousand years is to be understood literalistically …

a. It would make a mockery of Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:13, "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”
i. The people of the first century would have known that the Lord wasn’t coming back for at least a thousand years
b. Then one would have to take all other the other phrases literalistically as well

i. Examples

1. Is the key spoken of to be taken literalistically?

2. Is the chain that binds Satan to be taken literalistically?

3. Is it a literalistic dragon or ancient serpent?

4. Is the seal an actual seal like the seal Pilate approved for the tomb of Jesus?

a. Even those who want to make the 1,000 years a literalistic number admit that it is a figurative key to a figurative abyss; he holds a figurative chain by which he binds a figurative dragon or ancient serpent.  

· The numbers of Revelation (of much of the Bible) are symbolic
1. Ten is a number of completeness

· The thousand years represent a complete period of time whose length is firmly fixed by the eternal decrees of God

· Verse 3

· “He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him”
· Jesus himself spoke of his dealing with the devil in these terms
1. Mark 3:27 - “No one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house.
a. By delivering the man from devil possession he proved that he had tied up the devil and was therefore free to carry off the devil’s possessions
· “Keep him from deceiving the nations [Gentiles] anymore”

· The purpose of the devil being bound with a great chain

· “Nations” (έθνη) almost always refers to non-Jewish nations only

· The evangelization of the heathen world, which began with Christ’s great commission and especially the missionary journeys of Paul, put countless heathen beyond the reach of the devil.  We are among them.

· “He must be set free for a short time”

· Matthew 24:21-25 - 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. 22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.

1. Jesus here speaks about a time that will be shortened, a thought echoed by John in his phrase “short time”

· So why “must he be loosed for a short time”?

1. The Bible speaks of the last days of the world’s history as a time when the gospel will no longer be heard and where it is so obscured by false teaching that the light of salvation shines very dimly

2. Since the Gospel is the great chain that binds Satan, he will be set free for a short time

a. μετὰ ταῦτα δεῖ λυθῆναι αὐτὸν μικρὸν χρόνον
b. “Must” is used in the sense of implying the inevitability of it because of the fading  gospel
· Summary thoughts

· In these three verses we have a portrayal of Christ’s victory over the devil

· It is clear that all this is figurative when we note that Revelation 20:3 indicates that Satan is restricted, or bound, in one area of his operation only, namely, “to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.”

· The things spoken of here are not only pointing to the future
1. Jesus has destroyed the devil’s work

a. 1 John 3:8 – He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.
2. He who is alive again holds the keys of death and hell

a. Revelation 1:18 – I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!  And I hold the keys of death and Hades.
3. Jesus has descended into hell to proclaim His finished victory over the devil

a. 1 Peter 3:19 – …through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison.
4. Jesus has made a public spectacle of the devil

a. Colossians 2:15 – And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
· From the moment of Christ’s death on the cross and his resurrection from the dead the devil was severely hampered in trying to block the preaching of the gospel.  Thus, our Lord indicates when this thousand-year period began.  It began with his first coming.

· “We can say also that the thousand years during which the devil is bound began when Christ redeemed us from the devil’s power by his vicarious atonement and commanded his church to carry the message of forgiveness to the ends of the earth.  The thousand years will come to an end when the preaching of the gospel becomes muted and false teachers and false Christs multiply as the devil’s instrument to lead the nations astray.” (Siegbert Becker – Revelation)




4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They [came to life] and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not [come to life] until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 
Revelation 20:4-6

· Verse 4
· Every time “thrones” are mentioned in Revelation, the thrones are in heaven and not on earth

· “Had been given authority to judge”
· A repeated truth in Scripture
1. Matthew 19:28 - 28 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

2. 1 Corinthians 6:3 - 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!
· Who/what are the “souls”
· They are not resurrected people

· They are the souls of believers who died but who remained faithful and loyal to Christ and persevered in their Christian faith (their bodies remain on earth while their souls continue to live in heaven)
1. Souls of dead fellow believers…

2. Of our loved ones who have died in Christ, and…

3. Unless Jesus comes first, our own souls

a. This is a vision of the glory and joy of those who, one by one, have been rescued out of the hands of Satan and whose souls through the first death have been transferred to glory to live and reign with Christ.

· “They lived”
· For children of God, their existence is described as a living with Christ.  Their souls do not come to life, they just keep on living.

1. John 11:26 - “Whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”

· Verse 5
· “The rest of the dead did not live”

· If an unbeliever dies in their trespasses and sins, their souls do not come to life in the Biblical sense of life

1. John 5:29 – “Those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.”

· Verse 6

· What are we to make of this “first resurrection” and “second death”

· The living and reigning with Christ on the part of the believers is called “the first resurrection”

· There is nothing in all of Scripture that talks about two bodily resurrections.  In fact Scripture speaks against such a thought

1. John 6:39,40 - 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

a. If there were two bodily resurrections our Savior could not use the language of “last day”
b. There is one judgment which follows all coming out of their graves on the last day
· Instead, Scripture helps us understand what is being said
1. John 5:24,25 – I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.  I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.  
a. The first death is our spiritual death
b. The first resurrection is conversion
2. The second death is interpreted for us in Revelation 20:14 - Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.
a. The second death is everlasting hell
b. The second resurrection is that of the body to everlasting life
3. “Blessed and holy…”
a. Those who have part in the first resurrection are said to be holy – this gives additional evidence that the above interpretation of the first resurrection is correct
· “Will reign with him”
1. Scripture does not explain for us what this ruling with Christ entails
· Summary thoughts
· It’s sad and strange that people conclude a 1,000 year reign of Christ from this section when John doesn’t even speak of a 1,000 year reign of Christ in either a literalistic or figurative way

· The focus of these verses is the reigning of those seated on the thrones, not the ruling of Christ

· In fact, the whole of Scripture speaks against an earthly reign of Christ, a thousand years or not

· John 18:36 – “My kingdom is not of this world.”

· Isaiah 2:4 - 4He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

· Mark 9:1 - And he said to them, “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power.” 

1. The kingdom was firmly established before the apostles died

7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth-- Gog and Magog-- to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Revelation 20:7-10

· Verse 7
· “Satan will be released from his prison”

· See verse 3 above – “he must be set free for a short time”  

1. When the message of the gospel is muted and obscured the devil is free to deceive 

· Could it not be that that period of time has already begun

· Paganism raising its head like never before

1. Never before has there been so many antichristian cults

· Atheism a real power

· Black arts gaining in the minds of intellects

· Nations taking hard stand against Christian missionaries

· Within the outward church itself, one denomination after another is rejecting basic Christian doctrines

· Even theologians speak of our times as the “post-Christian” era

· Verse 8

· “Four corners of the earth”

· He gathers his evil forces from every part of the earth

· “In number they are like the sand on the seashore”

· The forces are many and they are formidable

1. Who are these forces

a. Military force yes, but…

b. More so - Ephesians 6:11,12 - 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
· By this the church is reminded that till the end of time the world will remain her enemy and that the devil will use all the world’s resources in a final attempt to destroy the church

· Verse 9

· “But fire came down from heaven and devoured them”

· Victory is now complete

· Notice the ease, the power our Savior has

· Even though the situation looks hopeless, there is no need for the Church to rely on her own strength – “For us fights the valiant one”
· Assurance to readers then and now that Christ’s promise that the gates of hell will not prevail will indeed be fulfilled

· Verse 10

· The eternal punishment of the devil

· Summary thoughts

· What’s ahead

· Matthew 24:9-12 - "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold,
· Revelation 20:7-10 presents the same prophecy in vivid imagery

· But we do not need to fear, Christ is on our side

1. He alone determines when the words he spoke are to be fulfilled

a. Then the thousand years of Revelation 20 will have come to a glorious close


11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
Revelation 20:11-15

· Verse 11

· “I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it”

· Matthew 25:31 - 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.

· “Earth and sky fled…there was no place for them”

· This is not a reference to the annihilation of the earth

· Simply to be understood that there was no place for them to hide

1. If they can find no place to hide, what about mankind!

2. All have to “face the music”

· Verse 12

· “The dead, great and small”
· All stand before the throne to be judged 

· “Books were opened”

· Containing all the deeds of men

· The record is complete

1. The wicked of course soothe their guilty conscience by hoping God has forgotten their wicked deeds – not the case

· “Book of life”

· Mentioned seven times in Revelation

· Mentioned by Paul, Moses, David, Daniel and Malachi

· Containing only names

1. The names of those chosen by God’s gracious election

· Verse 13 
· “The sea gave up its dead”

· Cannot hide from God 

·  “Death and Hades gave up the dead”

· The dead who are given up by death would refer to the bodies of all the dead

· The dead given up by Hades would refer to the souls of unbelievers 

· “Judged according to what he had done”

· How can this be!  How can we stand!
1. Matthew 5:17 - “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

· The law demands perfect obedience to be saved.  Jesus came to keep them as our substitute, and by faith we make his obedience our own.  So we can say we have fulfilled all the requirements of the law.

· In God’s book, our Savior’s righteousness is credited to our account

· Through the forgiveness of sins all the wrong deeds that might have been recorded in the books have been erased and blotted out

· Now the only one’s written are those done in faith

What about this “rapture” talk?
· The general definition of “rapture” by those who use the word today

· The false belief that Jesus will secretly return sometime before judgment day to take all his believers from this world so that they can be with him in heaven and not struggle anymore on earth.  They tell us life in the world will go on, but suddenly all the believers will be missing.  

Scripture!
1 Thessalonians 4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4 – what it says

1. Once again we must look at context 
a. Paul was addressing the Thessalonian Christians concerning a misunderstanding they had about those who died in the faith.  They were expecting Christ’s return so intently, they were afraid that Christians among them who died before Christ’s return might be lost.  This was leading to hopeless despair on the part of the Christians who mourned those who died.

· Paul therefore comforts them with assurance that far from being lost, those dead Christians would rise to meet Christ in the air on the Last Day.  Those dead Christians would not be left behind, but they would be “first” in being gathered to Christ – first when compared to the living believers

2. This passage does not speak of them remaining in the air but of meeting there

a. Paul does not speak of Christ’s coming in two stages

i. Paul says nothing about this being temporary

1. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 – And so we will be with the Lord forever.
3. Why doesn’t this passage speak about the unbelievers

a. They are not in the context of the discussion

b. To say that this passage teaches that believers will be raised first then a thousand years later the dead unbelievers will be raised inserts something that is not in Paul’s words.

i. John 5:28 "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out-- those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.
ii. John 6:40 For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."
· Scripture says this day will be a day that can not be mistaken
· 1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God,
· Matthew 25:31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.
· Revelation 1:7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.
· The so-called rapture must silence this shout and voice and trumpet call so that all do not hear it

· Yes, we expect to be separated from the wicked, but on the same day when the wicked will be consigned to hell.  On that day the Lord will demonstrate his goodness to his believers and will bring eternal punishment upon the unbelievers.  

What about this “Great Tribulation” talk?
· The general definition on “The Great Tribulation” by those who use the concept today
· After the true believers are taken by Christ in a rapture either to heaven or somewhere out in space, there will follow a time of unequaled tribulation through which Jews and Gentiles and the professing church (those left behind at the rapture) will pass.  They teach that this period of time will be exactly seven years in duration and that it will be divided into two equal periods of three and one-half years each.  During the first three and one-half years, the Anti-Christ will make a covenant with the Jews whereby temple worship will be restored.  Also during this time, a group of Jewish evangelists will put on the most successful evangelism program the world has ever seen, despite the fact that in the rapture the Holy Spirit too has been taken away from the earth.  At the end of that period, however, the covenant will be broken and a time of unparalleled persecution and destruction will break upon the world, until suddenly Christ will come to establish the millennium.

Problems

1. Nowhere do we find anything like this even hinted at in Christ’s words

a. Rather, Christ speaks of the whole life of Christian as being subject to tribulation

i. Matthew 24:21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-- and never to be equaled again. 22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.
2. Teaching about a successful evangelism program without the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit is unbiblical

3. This doctrine provides the unbeliever with a second chance.  This too is unbiblical.

· In all of the words from the lips of our Lord there is no mention of a special seven-year period just before the millennium when a special measure of tribulation will be poured out upon the world, a tribulation, however, that we Christians will escape…That we shall also be subjected to these tribulations is clear from [Matthew 24:31], “And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”
Will all Jews be converted in the final days?

· This is a misunderstanding that doesn’t recognize that in the New Testament, “Israel” refers to those who have Abraham’s faith, not those who have Abraham’s blood in their veins

· Galatians 3:26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
· What is Paul saying then in Romans 11:26?  And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
· We let Paul himself answer, Romans 9:6 – Romans 9:6 It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.
· False teachers in our world hold that Israel is still God’s special, chosen people.  That God’s purpose for them is to restore them to the land of Israel, and during the Great Tribulation shock them into believing their true Messiah.  Then the Jews will experience a mass conversion.
· The very notion of a mass conversion of all the Jews is contrary to Paul’s own words
· The very notion of a mass conversion just prior to the second coming is contrary to the clear words of Christ and the Apostles foretelling mass apostasy
· It is the clear and consistent message of Scripture that only those who are brought to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ will be found in heaven.
Why take so much time to go into so much depth?
1. To understand sound Biblical study – Scripture interprets Scripture
2. To make sure the great and urgent warning of judgment day is not left behind

a. Both the rapture and millennium teach a second chance for those who are not prepared the first time Jesus returns to rescue his own

i. The Left Behind series is a perfect illustration of this danger.  It is about four people who were not raptured.  One character says it: “The point now is, you have another chance.  Don’t miss it.  If you accept God’s message of salvation, his Holy Spirit will come in unto you and make you spiritually born anew…You can become a child of God by praying to him right now as I lead you.”

b. Gone is the Lord’s warning - Matthew 25:13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
3. To make sure we do not forget the real danger of the antichrist  
a. Instead of the grave spiritual danger posed to souls by the true Antichrist, false teachers warn against a still-to-come political Antichrist.

4. To make sure the real hope of the resurrection is not left behind

5. To make sure we don’t forget the real danger of the great, ongoing spiritual battle we currently face
a. The Rapture gives false hope that God will remove his Christians from this earth before things get too bad
· Acts 14:22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said.
· Ephesians 6:11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.
b. How easy it would be for a Christian who buys into these deceptions to be surprised and unprepared for how difficult it actually is for the Christian to live in a hostile world this side of heaven
i. Parable of the Sower and the Seed

c. In the most basic passages of the Bible speaking about the end of the world, the Bible does not mention any visible, glorious earthly reign of Christians on earth

i. Speaks of great falling away from the faith

ii. Speaks of love growing cold

6. To make sure that the real nature of Christ’s kingdom is not left behind

a. The kingdom of God is established within the hearts of people by the power of the Holy Spirit working through the gospel in Word and sacrament

i. God’s kingdom is not visible or external this side of heaven

ii. Christ’s kingdom is not about earthly power or setting up an impressive governmental system.  
1. John 18:36 Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place."
b. False teachers who teach a Millennialism see false hopes of outward glory for Christ’s kingdom and his people in this world
iii. Such hopes will prove empty
iv. Such hopes will prove disastrous
v. Such false hopes and dreams take the Christian’s attention away from the crucial matters of the heart – daily repentance and trust in forgiveness

7. To make sure Christ and his work is not left behind

a. False teachers point people to look forward to what Christ will do rather than what he has already done

b. False teachers center their teaching on fear instead of comfort; the visible instead of the invisible; carnal hopes instead of Christ crucified.













Rom. 16:25-27(nations); Eph. 3:4-6; Eph 2:11-13; Acts 14:27

















“continue to be priests”

















better: “live”





better: “lived”





Chapt. 13 – Beast out of sea – secular govt.


Beast out of earth – (AntiChrist)
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In the prophecies of Ezekiel these are great enemies of God’s people





Savior





See also Matthew 24:40,41 – What is being stressed here? 





If someone wanted to use the word “rapture,” it would be this gathering of all believers, living and dead, with Jesus in the clouds of heaven on judgment day





Christ’s kingdom a kingdom under cross





*Peter objected to Christ’s suffering, Jesus said, “Deny self…”


*John and James asked for thrones, Jesus said, “Can you drink this cup…”


*When they expressed amazement at splendor of temple, Jesus said, “Not one stone left…”


*Disciples argued who is greatest, Jesus washed feet and said “you will have trouble…”








� Wicke, Harold.  The Millennium: What Does the Bible Teach?  p. 38
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